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ONLY MAKE BELIEVE DAY 1 
 
Actor 1 Team Leader 
Actor 2 Female Actor 
Actor 3 Male Actor 

• Before the kids arrive, prep the boom box and the backdrop holder, backdrop pulled 
to one side to be revealed later 

• Pre-show music plays 
 

Actor 1 
Hello Everybody. 

Actor 2 
What’s going on? 

Actor 3 
(turning off music) 

How are you all doing? 
Actor 1 

Do you have any idea what’s going on here today? 
(Wait for response. Encourage response.) 

 
Actor 1 

(snapping fingers, ACTOR 2 & 3 join in.) 
Only Make Believe is simple 
Only Make Believe is free 

Actor 2 
Only Make Believe’s for kids,  

Actor 3 
and grown-ups like me! 

Actor 2 
Only Make Believe tells stories 
For young and old to play 

Actor 1 
Imagine you can be anyone 

ALL 
That’s what we’ll do today  
 

Actor 3 
What does it mean to Make Believe? Anyone know? 
(Wait for response. Using the information the kids are giving, try to form a 
definition of make believe.) 

Actor 1 
That’s right. Make believe is to Pretend. Imagine.  

Actor 2 
There are so many different cool ways to make believe, right? 
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Team Leader 
(start snapping again.) 

Only Make Believe is simple 
 

ALL 
Only Make Believe is free 
Only Make Believe’s for kids, and grown-ups like me 
Close your eyes and listen to the voices in your heart 
Let them make up stories 
You’ll play the starring part 

 
Actor 3 

We brought some stuff to help us make believe.  (Open Curtain to reveal it) 
Let’s see.  Can anyone read this? (Indicating backdrop) 

Actor 2 
Well it says Only Make Believe right here. 

Actor 3  
(ACTORS 2&3 slide backdrop & trunk upstage) 

If we slide this over here, what happens? 
Actor 2 

Well, it sort of creates a playing area or stage. 
Actor 3 

If this is a stage, then we are a … audience.  
(Moves into audience, then crosses back to stage area.) 

Actor 1 
What happens on a stage? (Answers we are looking for: Rock concert and 
fans, wrestling match and fans, Ballgame and spectators, Broadway show and 
queens) 

Actor 1 
That’s right. Ok. Guess what I’m doing (mimes Lip-synching) 
 Actor 2  
What is he doing? (Wait for response.) 
You got it. He’s pretending to sing or sometimes it’s called lip-synching. 

Actor 3 
Hey, I think we should do some Only Make Believe lip-synch karaoke right 
now.  I know this guy, MC Phonic and he is an expert at this stuff so let go see 
if I can find him! 
 
(Actor 3 disappears behind backdrop, puts on red glitter hat, sunglasses and 
bling) 

Actor 2  
That sounds good… wow, he is really excited, I hope “MC Phonic” plays (name a 
current hit song) or (Kanye West or Biggie Smalls or) keep on naming really 
cool hit song. 
 
(ACTIVITY: Lip-synch/Karaoke) 
 ACTOR 3 (1st singer. Center)   ACTOR 1 (2nd Singer)(SR).  
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Actor 3 appears SR as MC Phonic and tries to hype up the audience, giving 
them high fives, showing off bling. Actor 1 gets into it and thinks it is really 
cool, but Actor 2 looks on a little confused but amused) 

McPhonic 
McPhonic is my name and this is the game with a song that is long and voice 
that is choice you can thrill with a trill and role with a drole.  If the ditty is 
pretty the claps they will rap, but you’ll sink if you stink and the claps they 
will flap and this my friends will be your end!   Let me show you what I’m 
talkin’ about! 
 
(MUSIC CUE: ACTOR 3- turn on music for “Stayin’ Alive”. 
(Actor 3 and 1 switch off verses of Stayin’ Alive, maybe do some simple disco 
choreography) 

Actor 2  
Oh Man, MC Phonic, that was sooooo coool.  Can we do another song? Please?   

 
MC Phonic 

Of course we can my man!  How about greatest hits from the 70s? I’m just 
getting warmed up!!! 

Actor 2 
Wait wait wait wait!!!  Hello!!  This is 2011 people!  Who wants to hear some 
new music??  Now I want to hear some new music and I brought my own 
sounds.  Y’all ready to dig it?  Y’all ready to sing with me?  

 
(Activity: Actor 2 and MC Phonic lead kids in lip-synching and karaoke to the 
hit songs – “MC Phonic presents MC “Kid Name”.  Keep all kids up on stage and 
do a group bow at the end.) 

Actor 1 
Hold on a minute. Check this out.  When a game or show is through 
This is what the players do 

Actor 3 
They bow their heads and wait to hear 
Will the audience give a cheer? 

ALL 
So thank you MC, please take a bow 
‘Cause you deserve applause right now 
Wait for applause 
  
(Actor 3 goes backstage and takes off MC Phonic costume and returns to the 
stage. Actor 1 & 2 fill. Actor 3 returns saying “Did I miss him?”) 

Actor 1 
Wow. That was great. Can we try another kind of stage?  

Actor 3 
I’ve got one…watch this. (Does a ballet dance.) 

Actor 2 
What is he doing? (Wait for response) Yes, he is dancing a ballet.  
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Actor 1 
Let me see, who wants to join our ballet? We need two volunteers to get up 
and dance the ballet.  
 
(ACTIVITY: When volunteers are chosen, ACTORS 1 & 3 take the kids 
behind the curtain and teach them the routine: Daisy chain bouncing to SL, 
Bouncing to SR, up on toes and turn, Grand Bow. As Team Leader is teaching 
the kids, ACTOR 2 does the following) 
 

Actor 2 
Now, ballet isn’t the only kind of dance is it? What other kinds of dancing 
have you seen on stage? What’s this? (She does an example of tap dancing or 
the moon walk. Then get kids to demonstrate a type of dance – break-dancing; 
hip-hop etc. ACTOR 1 will let them know when the ballet is set to begin) 
 
And now, Ladies and Gentleman, the Only Make Believe Ballet. 
(ACTIIVITY con’t.: MUSIC CUE: Actor 3- turn music ON. 
ACTORS 1 & 3 dance ballet with the kids. 
ACTOR 2 goes to audience, and talks the audience through the clapping 
softly, and throwing flowers after the Ballet is done. 
MUSIC CUE: ACTOR 3- turn music OFF.) 

Actor 1 
Thank you dancers, please take a bow, 
‘Cause you deserve applause right now. 
 

Actor 3 
You know what? We’ve done all of this kidding around and we haven’t even 
introduced ourselves.  

Actor 1 
And we don’t know your names either. What a funny way to begin. 

Actor 2 
So we should take care of that right away.  

Actor 1 
Does anyone know the name game?  
 
(ACTIVITY: ACTOR 1 can sit on trunk; leads the song. ACTORS 2 and 3 are 
in the field getting names of the kids to call out so the rhythm is not broken 
General note: When team leader is saying a name before you sing it, you say: 
“My name is ____ and it goes like this…” so that everyone starts on time.) 
 
 Well it goes like this. Everybody clap. Then I say my name, which is 
Terri…and then I say Terri, Terri Bo Berri. Banana Fana Fo Ferri Fee Fi Mo 
Merri Terri! Let’s go around the circle. Say your name and we’ll sing the song. 
When you catch on…join in. Ready? Jacq….Jacq, Jacq Bo Back…Banana Fana Fo 
Fack Fee Fi Mo Mack Jacq! (Start doing kids names after all three actors are 
introduced.) 
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Actor 1 
Well, it’s great to meet you all. 

 
Actor 3 

Well, now that we know each other’s name…it’s starting to feel like we could 
put on a show. 

Actor 1 
Yeah…I love shows.  
(I love plays. I love movies. I love musical comedies.) 
 

Actor 3 
Me too. But, if we are going to do a show, we need costumes.  

Actor 2 
Right. Everyone has a part to play 

Actor 1 
And a costume to make you look that way 

Actor 3 
Costumes, props, sound & light 
Make the theater’s opening night 

Actor 2 
Come pick a hat or cape or gown 
And take possession of the actor’s crown 
 
Let’s check out what’s in the trunk and see what we got.  
(MUSIC CUE: ACTOR 1- turns music ON) 
 
                                    All 

(Passing out costumes) 
 You look fierce. You look great in that, etc. 
 (ACTOR 2 and 3 close the trunk) 
 

Actor 2 
You all look so fantastic.  Let’s take an OMB picture. 
(MUSIC CUE: ACTOR 1- turn music off.  
ACTIVITY: ACTOR 2 & 3 split the room in half, and has each side take an 
“Only Make Believe” picture of the other side. While one side is taking a 
picture, the other side is “posing”. And then reverse.) 

Actor 2 
Ok. We’re all dressed up. So, where shall we go? 

Actor 1 
I know. Let’s pretend we’re going to a birthday party.  

Actor 3 
Oh yeah. Let’s make believe it’s my birthday. 

Actor 1 
No. It was my idea. So, it’s my birthday. (Sits on trunk.) 

Actor 2 
OK. Let’s make believe it’s your birthday (to actor 1). 
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Actor 1 
Well if it’s my birthday, I want presents. 

Actor 2 
Of course, I’m bringing you a present in a magic box. I want you to look into 
the magic box and tell me what you see. It could be anything. That’s the good 
thing about Only Make Believe. Then everyone else will get a chance to look in 
the magic box. 

Actor 1 
Let’s pretend this box is magic 
Let’s pretend it’s very old 

Actor 2 
Let’s pretend it’s full of treasures 
Like emeralds and gold 

Actor 3 
It could be a sports car 

Actor 1 
It could be a snake 

Actor 3 
It could be a rainbow  

Actor 1 
Or some birthday cake 

Actor 2 
It can hold an elephant; it can hold a house 

Actor 3 
It could have some Bling Bling  

Actor 1 
Or just a little mouse 

Actor 2 
It could be just any thing. It’s really up to you 
So why don’t we get started and see what you can do? 
 

Actor 2 
Let’s start with (Actor 1).  If you could have anything you want, what would 
that be?!?  Let’s give (Actor 1) a 3,2,1, open. Now, (to Actor 1) what do you 
see inside the magic box.  

Actor 1 
Wow! It’s incredible. I see an elephant. It’s huge. The elephant is gray and 
wrinkly with a gigantic yellow ribbon tied around his neck. And look at the 
trunk on this thing. He’s tickling me with his trunk.  I’m going to give him a 
peanut. He’s taking the peanut with his trunk.  It’s amazing.  Do you want to 
look in the magic box [directed to Actor 2] 
 

Actor 2 
Totally! 
 

Actor 1 
OK, lets give (Actor 2) a 3,2,1 open!  Now, what do you see?? 
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Actor 2 
Holy Moly!  [Make a very different choice from Actor 1’s choice that is more 
imaginative i.e. a unicorn, rainbow, spaceship] 

Actor 2 
(Bring the magic box to each kid.) 

Cool. Let’s go around the circle. Tell me what you see.  
(Note: If the group is large, only complete half the room before starting 
scary music and “look into the scary box”) 

Actors 1 & 3 
(Responding) 

Wow, that’s so cool. I love that. I hope I get one of those. Etc. 
 

Actor 1 
Now, let’s play it a different way. I’m going to put on some music…see if it 
changes what you find in the box.  You haven’t looked in the box yet, it is your 
turn. 
(MUSIC CUE: Actor 1- Start music, Jaws theme) 
 

Actor 3  
(sitting on Trunk) 

I can’t look in the box. I’m too scared to look in the box. 
Actor 1 

It’s your turn. You look in the box. You must look in the box and tell me what 
you see.  Ready? 3,2,1…  

Actor 3 
(Looking into the magic box) 

(Screams) It’s a shark. He’s huge and swimming all around. He’s so big. And 
look at those teeth. Look at the size of those teeth and jaws.  It’s swimming 
all around and now he’s trying to get out of the box. He’s about to jump out of 
the box. I gotta slam the lid shut before he gets out. (He does)  

Actor 1 
(Taking the scary box around for all of the kids to look in.) 

Please look in the box. What do you see? I’m going to count to three…scream, 
and then look into the box. Ready? 1, 2, 3. What’s in there? (After everyone 
that wants to has looked in, if appropriate for the site, open the box one last 
time in front of everyone and have them scream and then get rid of the box. 
Then:) 
 

Actor 1 
Well, I don’t know about you guys but I am ready for a break.  Does anyone 
know what it’s called when you take a break in the theatre? That’s right, we 
call it the intermission. 
 
So that’s the end of our Act I 

Actor 2 
That means Act I is gone and done. 
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Actor 1 
Now we can all take five 
Hit the music and begin the Jive 

Actor 3 
Let’s rock and shake and shimmy, too 
Before beginning our Act II 

Actor 1 
Let’s all stand up in front of our chairs. (MUSIC CUE: ACTOR 2 or 3- Music 
ON)  Let me show you how we rock. (Arms outstretched, rock back and forth) 
And now let’s shake. (Shake like a blender) And here is how we shimmy (hands 
up and shimmer down). Now, let’s rock…and shake…and shimmy… (Repeat) 
 
(After intermission dance break. MUSIC CUE: Actor 1- turn music off.) 

Actor 1 
OK, everyone, back to your seats 
(To Actor 2)  
Who’s ready to start act II? 

Actor 2 
(To actor 3) 

I’m ready, how about you? 
Actor 3 

The curtains up 
Let the music play 

All 
Act II can now start, straight away! 
 

Actor 1 
Hey, how about a song? 

Actor 3 
Sure, but what kind of song? 

Actor 1 
One that’s special for OMB 

Actor 2 
You mean like a theme song? 

Actor 1 
That’s exactly what I mean. 

Actor 3 
I like theme songs. (See if kids know a theme song.) 
 

Actor 2 
I know let’s play “Name that theme song.” (Explain the game) “We are going to 
play a song and you tell us what show it is from.” 
 
(ACTIVITY: ACTOR 1 plays tracks. See if kids know theme songs: Barney, 
Sesame Street, Spongebob, American Idol?, etc. ACTOR 2 runs the activity.) 

 
Actor 2 
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Thank you for playing “Name that song”! 
 

Actor 1 
Ok. That’s cool. Now I have something which could be our theme song. I need 
you guys to help me. Repeat after me: Welcome, hello….etc. (Teach/Sings the 
song with echo response. After the song) 
 

Actor 1     
That’s like our own theme song. Cool. We’ll sing that every week.  
 

Actor 1 
Hey, let’s try something new. Does any body know what a rehearsal is? 

Actor 2 
Yes, that’s right, rehearsal gets you ready for the performance. 

Actor 3 
Does anyone know how it gets you ready? 

Actor 2 
Well I like to rehearse because I can try out different things and its ok if I 
make mistakes or get it wrong because it’s practice. 

Actor 1 
That’s right and practice makes perfect! 

Actor 3 
Do you guys practice anything? 

Actor 2 
Well, that’s a different kind of rehearsal 

Actor 3 
Ok so let’s begin the OMB rehearsal today by warming up our vocal chords and 
revving up our energy! 
 
 (ACTIVITY: Actor 3 leads the group through 1) Vocal Warm-ups: Lip Trills, 
Lil Face/Big Face, Low  High voice exercise and conclude with I know New 
York tongue twister) 
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Actor 3 
I know New York 

Actor 1 
I need New York 

Actor 2 
I know I need unique New York 

All 
I know New York, I need New York, I know I need unique New York 

 
First have kids repeat individual lines, then repeat the full phrase a couple 
times with the kids going faster each time. Dramatize the process and have 

fun ;-) 
 

Actor 2 
That was so much fun!   

 
Actor 3 

Hey, I just remembered a unique way of acting.  It’s when actors act without 
using any words. 

Actor 1 
Oh, you mean mime! 

Actor 3 
Yeah, actors do it all the time 
They use expressions when they mime 
Their faces and their bodies act 
They don’t use words and that’s a fact 

Actor 2 
That was cute. Ok. So now we’re going to act out something without words? 

Actor 1 
Let’s try some miming as a group so we can get the hang of it.  (Group mime 
activity) 
 

Actor 3 
You know, this is reminding me of another way we can act.  
This is another type of mime 
They used to do it in olden times. 
Has anyone ever seen or heard of a silent movie? It’s a movie without any 
talking…but they always used music. They had to make their expressions 
bigger than life. They had to say so much without saying a word. Let’s make up 
a story and do our own silent movie. 
 

Actor 2 
(to actors) 

Yes, great idea.  What do we need? 
 

Actor 3 
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First, what we’ll need for our story is someone to play the good guy…our 
hero… 

Actor 1 
I can do that.  I’ll play the hero, and I’ll wear this sheriff’s star.  

Actor 3 
And we also need someone to be the villain. 

Actor 2 
I can do that. And I’ll wear this mask. And I guess that leaves you to play the 
beautiful girl! You have to play the beautiful girl!! 

Actor 3 
OK. I’ll play the beautiful girl… (He exits…) 

Actor 2 
I’ll start the music, and we’re good to go… Everyone…1,2,3…action! 
 
(MUSIC CUE: Actor 2- turn music ON.  
The pantomime takes place in silent movie style dramatics. The beautiful girl 
enters, crosses to trunk and sits. She is sewing. She hears her hero 
approaching -- gets up and waits. The hero enters on his horse. Sits the 
beautiful girl down on the trunk, kneels and offers her a ring. They embrace. 
Hero gets back on horse and rides off. Villain enters. Captures the beautiful 
girl. Ties her up to the train tracks. Hero enters on his horse. Battles the 
villain, unties the girl and together ride off into the sunset, but not without 
returning for a final pose with the defeated villain. And all in 2:40. See below 
for Rock, Paper, Scissors fight.) 

Actor 1 
Wow that was awesome.  
Let’s all three take a bow,  
‘Cause we deserve applause right now 
 

All 
(With Snapping) 

Only Make Believe is done for today 
But that’s no reason not to play 
The trunk is here and here it will stay 
For all of our friends to use each day 
(Stop Snapping) 

Actor 1 
We’ll be back 
Yes, 5 weeks more 
And we have many shows in store. 

Actor 3 
You’ll get to meet all sorts of folks 
Some will be friendly 
And some full of jokes 

Actor 2 
We’ll play the good guys 
And sometimes bad. 
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Actor 3 
You’ll meet B-Low,  

All 
but don’t get her mad 

All  
(With Snapping) 

What a lot we’ve learned today 
So many elements go into a play 

Actor 3 
There’s music 

Actor 2 
And costumes  

Actor 1 
And characters too 

 
All 

Who make up plays to share with you. 
Thank you friends, each and every one 
For helping us all have so much fun 
We’ve put loads of kids through this test 
And in our opinion 
You are the Best. 

Actor 1 
 
That is our show… (final song) 
 
 
 
 
 
SILENT MOVIE PAPER, ROCK, SCISSORS.  
TAKES PLACE AFTER THE VILLIAN TIES UP THE BEAUTUFUL GIRL. 
 Hero rides back in, gets off horse, and sees his beloved tied up. Both Hero and Villian take 
fighting stance. Then they look to the beautiful girl, go to her and do the “pushing and 
pulling” bit. Then they come back and take the fighting stance again, and before throwing a 
punch, they go into” rock, paper, scissors”.  
1st time – Villian has paper  
                  Hero has scissors 
            SCISSORS CUTS PAPER. (actually do that) 
            HERO WINS THAT ROUND, AND DOES A SMALL “VICTORY WALK” AROUND IN 
A CIRCLE. 
2nd time – Villian has rock 
                  Hero has scissors 
            ROCK CRUSHES SCISSORS. (actually do that) 
            VILLIAN WINS THAT ROUND, AND DOES A SMALL “VICTORY WALK” AROUND 
IN A CIRCLE. 
3RD time – Villian has rock 



UPDATED: 4-12-11 

 

14 

 

Hero has paper 
PAPER SMOTHERS ROCK. (actually do that) 

HERO WINS THE 3RD ROUND AND RUNS TO THE BEAUTIFUL GIRL AND 
UNTIES HER, THEY HUG AND BOTH GET ON THE HORSE, WHILE THE VILLIAN 
IS SO CRUSHED FROM HIS DEFEAT THAT HE GOES TO THE GROUND AND 
CRIES AND THROWS THE “CURSES” FIST UP IN THE AIR AS HE WATCHES 
THE HERO AND BEAUTIFUL GIRL RIDE OFF INTO THE SUNSET. 

 


